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2017

[7,250]

PAST 4 YEARS

30% increase 
approx. 500 new courses/yr avg.
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    DISC GOLF COURSE DESIGN:
    INSCRIBING LIFESTYLE
      into UNDERUTILIZED

                                                 by Michael G. Plansky
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Master Landscape Architecture
Cal Poly Pomona 2013
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   Michael Plansky        
Designer - since 2015

# Y209

DISC GOLF COURSE DESIGNERS

“Pursuing excellence in disc golf 
course design to serve players of all 

ages and skill levels”

Disc Golf Credentials



KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

bring trees into play for shade, shot 
shaping, view framing and risk-reward

layout to faciltate gradual climbs and 
descents to enhance course �ow, 
orientation & overall course experience

avoid walking down to throw up

logical and welcoming arrival experience

bu�er between roads, fairways and 
residential to ensure safety, course-�ow, 
conservation and respect privacy

develop rest nodes for course-pacing, 
comfort, interpretation and player 
interaction

interpet unique natural and cultural 
features both onsite and o� (long-views) on 
tee signage to strengthen sense of place & 
region

connector paths & replayability: 
renew landscape orientation from pin to tee, 
preview upcoming holes without  revealing 
entire fairways, vary distance, elevation and 
shotmaking 

create sense of prospect & refuge from tee 
areas 

mulch: to keep dust down, reward golfers 
for hitting landing areas with better footing, 
and improve walkability around green 
complexes and connector paths



VICINITY MAP

proposed disc golf course

Minden

Gardnerville

Ranchos

interpet unique natural and cultural 
features both onsite and o� (long-views) on 
tee signage to strengthen sense of place & 
region

connector paths & replayability: 
renew landscape orientation from pin to tee, 
preview upcoming holes without  revealing 
entire fairways, vary distance, elevation and 
shotmaking 

create sense of prospect & refuge from tee 
areas 

mulch: to keep dust down, reward golfers 
for hitting landing areas with better footing, 
and improve walkability around green 
complexes and connector paths



 0   50  100       200       300                    500’

2

5

8

9

3
MULCH

PILE

6

slope  
hazard

slope  
hazard

DOUGLAS COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS

BACK 
NINE

FRONT 
NINE

9-
ho

le
 lo

op cuto�

slope

slope

HP

HP

LP

practice baskets

O.B. lines & fairway dividers

rest & gathering nodes

tees

basket positions

buffer & conservation zones

LEGEND
1

LP

4
7

gravel 
parking



Leviathan Peak
8942’

Bald Mountain
9228’

Eagle Mountain
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Mount Siegel
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Peak Interpretation Regional Context



Indian Hills         16 
Turtle Rock         21
Bijou            25
Zephyr Cove         26
Pony Express, Carson City   27 
Discwood          37 
Dayton           39 
Incline Village        40 

Disc Golf Mecca

     Summer

      Winter




